TV* iS LiTTl* BOOK Js DE1>»CATFD 70 AO. 
THOSE STRUGfrU*^ To*. Ap-,FFC^EKiT W<J*tb/ 

FOR TUSriCF.A0T9NflMV,/kKl>t0Ve. 

4NP t SPCCiAltf TH€ ZAPATISTAS WHO 
WO*K TO BUii-DTHAT WO*U> EVEKVP/tf. 


CNTTLLtCrUAL ?ROPeRTV rs i UEGjiTtMATE + SHOULD 
iE 7>€5T^-OHED. NO COPVEi^H-T NOR COPy UcFT -UERt> . 
PLEASe SHAKE ^-PfSTR'iBUrE- WIDELY l 



t m m\>* w&m ascot tut zApATis-nts 




Am BUEtotiM meka y&fc of rioMoKH^icnTfoN wifH th* oufsipe wokip 

TH0OSAMP5- STR.0M 6 MAR.CH THiS PAST PKif K|BE*/TO€ ZAPATISTAS i hiVtTFD CiV.L JOCiETV 1 
TOTRMEtTG CHi APAS JX> If ARM ABOUT HOWlTWEY COWSTRUCrTHCiROWM AUTONOMY 
tlOttE OF mPiHJ C001O HAVE FRgP^EP ME TOR WHATX vdAS TQ LEA£tt pofcjNfi TiHE THERE . 



FORCES 1=0* JEM YEARS BEFORE THAjT ViKST ?DBUiC Manittoimtt) Of TH9 

£ftrtito Zwttsta oft UHmwn National (eaW)'ANp wcrf an army opt^osf 

cflS</£ $Mff t THE FEOPCE OF CttiAPAS WHO PECiPET> TO FiGfHT FORTHFiR RtGrWr 

TTD LiVE 7 vJiTH DifclliTY. THAT t>AV EIlN FORCES TOOK 0 V£R CiTiESjTDWN CENTFRS , 

AHD ABO^T 500 RANCHES 

*Hus«rtet's ;n4*rpre*»t«on «f *>y AnWiO Tort*. 


•THAT SAME MEVl DEAR'S pAV,TH&Hom AMERICAN FK£E TRAPE ^OfetMENr 
tJm^EMT INTO EFFECT: THE AdREEMEMT LIFTED ^T€^ H?R0T^CT,'V6 
TAKiFFS«- SAMCTi6ViS, ALLovOiMfc QOOPS TO 
FUOV^FREELV J3ETVIEEM NJoRTH AME(^\CA A ^ ' w 

MD M^ico.TH^'S DEVASTATED HEX iCAN 
um-pesino? |aW c ai)LD NOT COMPETE 
AMttft TUE MEAViLY suBSiD\ZET> CORN AMD 
BEANS WHicH FLOODED THE COUNTRY UPOKl 
THE AGREEMENTS ENACTW^ 




TWO feAfcS EARUE^tKl^ATMtMpmipEMT SAUNAS DE GfO*t*tf RAP 4 £EFDRHEp 
AKfiCLEZtfOF THE HEXicA^ CcMSTTUTiONi TO Eti D ENTITLEMENTS + A VSM FOfc TH* E 
PRWATiZATiOM OP WftS 7 4FTER THE MEXICAN feE^OUJTiOlsJ OF 1^10, THE CONSfiTOuON 
VvlA^ AMENDED TO EMS UKE THAT ALL ETiDOS K/ttF PROTECTED RoH PRiVATE PUKCtVB^ 
SO THAT THE LAMPS COULD NOT BE ACClXUlATEP &Y iNDiViD^AL i/vJEALTttV 
LAND OWNERS. TKiS WAS A MATO* VicTORY OF THE fAMPESiNO REVOlUTiONAftES 
A5AW5TTH-E: fazncfottos 9 WHO HAP ifltfEfcT€J> THEiR HOLDINGS THEiR ^NPESiNG 
woevCFORCES FROM A LEGrACV OF COLOMtAL POM i NATON* ETHNOGpE. THE 
SS? 5SS OF ARTWJE Z7 BY SAUNAS RESULTED iN A Lffi*6*C/UE APTWRiff.Oiyl 
nr PREVIOUSLY COLLECTNElY-tfELD LAKlPS SV frctf RANCHERS, P»5»SSe5SiNG, 
MASS i ME NUM&KS OF C^IPKiHOS OPTHEiR LAMP BASE. THt 5 REFORM W*5 
PAET'f UlAfcLV' pEfASTATiN^I TO TT+E iVlDiGfEMOUS POPULATIONS WHiCtl tf-AD LARfrEY 
DISPLACED FROM THEil^ LANDS PORiNGi TH€l<t60$ AND WS LACKED LEGfAL 
P ^° rLHt JSiTl£S TO THEiR ETiDOS 

iWAa />or inharo, Hem, Hcho, 
AtimeHHrwh, salnf, eoTueactoh, 
mcfepenaftncia, libertadt, efomocract'a., 
jurtic ia y p*x. Peclarnmos 

no oTefcLretnos c/e peieur /! 
has to. Ugrar el cumplimienh 
eft estas ofemandas bfcicas 
<ft ntustiro puehto 
formando un qohUrno 
oft nuestro pats Zibre 
y dzYnocriirico.'^ 

(fa la Setva Ijicar^mh 



°Ujx -tierra tScfe 
auien la. trab&ja Lt 
con $tli manes." 

- £miliano 
Zapata 


HOHfVfR, r ^IS 0 DvNEVJ THAT TH£S£ R^ORMS WE'RE NOr THE" /SOU)TFD 
C/\USe OP THE" UpRiSiWG,, BUT fcATHE£ THE MOST RECENT MWiFESTAtro MS 
OP CCNftgies Of COtONiAt POM'iNtfOftl. 



"3£/^^nmtfft> </e 500 afios c/e Hcha: prirmo contra La esclavitud.tn 
la. guerra & InrtependincKX. contra Sspana encabezaofa por los insuryente^ 
ofespue's por tviiar sir absorvvofos por at expansionismo norUamsiam, 
luiqo por promnuloar nuestra Constitution y eppulsaral impenq 
Frances <f[ nue%W sv«lo, c/espues la cfictacfura porfirista nosnzjo 
la. a-pli cation justa oft leyes di Reforma. y el pueblo si nbelo forrnarfo 
sus propios 2ic/£res,surgieron Villa y Zapata, hornbres pohrvs como 
nosoirvs a los me si rds ha. nyado ?a prapamcidn mas zlemenm par*. 
a%i porter utilixamos como carm de canon u sao^ar Las ^f^r* 5 
nuestra pafn'a sin importarlis qui estimos ^ynvriindo ofo. hamori y 
tnferwwfacks curuhlis, sin inmjorUHs que no teryamos nacfa,atoo?Jtti^nvi 
Mcfa., ni un Ucho digno, nitiirra, ni irabap, nijalucf, ni ahmcntacion, 
ni ecfucacion^sin -tenir cfertcho a elegir Ubre y dirnocrdticamente a 
nueslrras autorictades, sin incfepencfencia de los exfranfervs^in pa% ni 
jusficia. para nosoiros y nuistros hifos. 1%ro nosoiros 



iMSN! 
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-Vrimra Declare itfft c/e la SiIyci Ucar^ona %v 


I lEARUEP ABOUT tfovs/, OHTU£ OF THAT ^ME MONTH, 714 E" ZAPATISTA 
"ANSWERED THE MEXicAN PEOPLES' CALLS TO LAY POWN THEiR Fi£F AND 
TAKE UP THE .WORD, AN P BEG? AN To WORU^TgK/ARDS 
NHGjOTi ATihiC7 THE*.R PEMANDS 
WiTH THE FEPERAL GOVERNMENT 
THROUGH A PROCESS OF PEACE TALKS. 
HOWEVER THE FiRE NFVER CEASED 
AMD PEACE NE1/FR CAME, DURiNCi ;Jj 
THESE YEARS, CH« APA5 WAS ^ 
XNCRFASfNGLY MiUTARiZEP AND V 
THE ZAPATISTAS FACE1> BRUTAL 
REPRESSION AT THE HAtfDS OF THE 
STATE+ P AR A M \ L\ TAR" ES . u THESE 
ViOLEMT STRATEGIES ARE K MOWN AS 
'LOVvl-iNTENSiTY WARFARE' AND COKlTiNUt 
TO TttiS DAY. 


*EZLN* 



DURvMQTKE VEARS OF ME(hOTiAT\0^ ]^v\ TUE QOVER.KHEKT AMD IM THE n&$T 
OF SUCH ViOLEKT cLtninaxas* THE ZAPATiSTAS ACTi VELY ^OR\(EP To MOBILIZE 
CiViL SOCiETY AND CONSTRUCTED THE fyua.sCQ.7im1re.$" JO SERVE AS LOCATORS 
OF ENCOUNTER *■ EXCHAMQF (3ETVn1EEN THEMSELVES, MEXiCAN CiViL SOCIETY, AUD 
internac<ionaliS.TUE FiRST GATHERING WAS ATrEtfPED BY OVER 6000 PEOPLE. 

Dttis cfz nosofros esfamos usWes.D^as 

Iqc pnsos por su paUbra y pmsamiznto. 

DC pe torts .tomvrtodt om£ 

V y Irdfn^ioyQUi no luintm m no 
^ue no tienen rvwtearw. . - 



.. r KNEW THAT AFTER YEAP> Of MCSOTiWlOKl, THE SArt ANPRfeS AC CORPS 
WERE SiGNEP BY BOTH TWE ZAPATisTAS + THE GOVERNMENT iN 1W, AND 
SUBSEQUENTLY BET^AYro BY THE ENTiRE MEXiCAN TOLffiCAL SYSTEM. 
THE. ACCGKD5 WERE TO ENSURE CERT/ciM CULTURAL* FO LiTiCAL Ri^tfTS FOR 
iNDiQENOUS PEOPLES AS ^ Fil^ST STEPTOWA^PS CONSTRUCTiNG? PEACE. 
THE GOVERNMENT PROVED IT'S REFUSAL TO WtfRK TOWARDS THE DEMOCRACY 
THAT THE ZAPATISTAS WERE FtQHTiNGt FOR 8Y BREAVCi NG its WORD AMD 
ESCALATiNd MiCvTAKV HARASSMENT AND ViOLENCt M CHiAPAS- 



IN THE YEAR 2000,ZAPAT(staS 
VOTEp in RECORD NUMBERS AMD THE PAY\(fkrtiafo Acoioh Nacional) CANPiDA^ 
ViMCEMTE FOX WAS ELECTED, EN Pi Nq THE UNPRECipENTED 71" YEAR ?Ei"QM 
OF THE PRI LVorUdo RmhioonariolrtsHiucioml) AMD PRESENTf n<? AEENEWEP 
OPPORTUNITY FOR. THE IMPLEMENTATION OP THE 5AKI ANDRES ACCORPS. THE^EW 
REC11ME BEGjAM TO TAV(E STEPS THAT PROMISED PEACE FOX FNTROPUCED 
CONSTITUTIONAL REFORMS TO IMPLEMENT THE ACCORDS iN THE BECiiMlNliNC, 
OF HiS PRESIDENCY AMD BEGAM TO HOVE TOWARDS PEMf L\TAR\ Z.1NO1 
ZAPATISTA TERRITORY. BUT THE ILLUSION DiD NOT LAST LONG- TM 2001, 
THE SENATE PASSED A VERSION OF THE SAM ANDRES ACC0RP5 WHicH WAS 
AT BEST A SAD iMITATiON OP THE ORiQiNAL AGREED- UPON VERSiON. THE 
ZAPATSTAS ALONG WiTH EVERY iNPiGENOUS GjROUP fN C H i APAS ' MMED i ATELY 
pENOUNCEp THE WATERED-DO\a)M ACCORPS AS A TRAVESTY OP COOPERATION. 
SIMULTANEOUSLY, PA RAM i LiTARY ACTTViTY*- ASSASS» NATIONS ESCALATED \ti CHiAPAS. 
THE ZAPATSTAS WENTiNTD SiLEh/CE. 


•?0, 


o(L°<Q 
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0 

0<> 
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IN 2003, THE ZAPATfSTAS /\NM00MCEP 
-THE. DEATH OF THE V\ VE AgUASCftUE KITES 
THEY SAiPTRAT THETY HAD REACHED THE 
POINT WHERE THE EZLN AND THE 
COMHUMiTiES WERE NO LCNCi SEPARATE 
PNT\T\ ES. THEY WERE ALL SiMPLY 
ZAPATISTAS. XN REPLACING, THE FiV 
/iCjUASCAL* ENTE"5 WiTH THE FiVE 
caracoles, THE ZAPATiSTAS REPLACED 
THEi'R PROTECT OF encuenlro W i TH 
THE PROTECT OF AUTONOMY. EACH 
OF THE CARACOLES WOULD HAVE FT^S 
OWN (Junta de bumgobtemoy Art ' ^ ^ 

AUTONOMOUS GOVERNING BOPV WHiCH WOULD CARRYCOT elma^r 
Ohedicizncfo. XNSTEAP OF WAVnMQ FOR A DEMOCRACY F&M THE 
EEPE PAL GOVERNMENT KjHiCM THEY KWEW WOULD NEVER COME, 
THE ZAPATiSTAS P ECi DEP^TOJff ^ STR BJs^Crjc^THLi^ OWN AUTONOMY 




E>UT HHAT P0E5TMi5 AUTONOMY REALLY LOOK LiKE? HOW DO THE ZAPATISTAS 
LIVE TODAY , TEN YEARS ATTER THE FOONDi'NCf OF THE CARACOLES? X CAN 
ONLY BEC/fN TO ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS. MY TNTENfTiOM iS NOT 
TO CiiVE YOU A COMPLETE i'MACjE OF ZAPATiSTA AUTONOMY, BUT KATHEQ 
A MERE SNAPSHOT. I PiRST WENT TO CHiAPAS WiTH I/AGUE i PEAS OF 
AMTiCAPiTAL»SM AND ARMED REVOLUTIONARIES, BUT AFTER ONE SHORT 
WEEK LWiNQ WiTH A ZAPATISTA TAMiLY iN THE lACancfoyia Tl/NCiLE 
ANp FIVE MO Re WEEK LEARNING? FROM EDUCATi'ON prvimfores XN 
THE CARACOL OVENT'C, X CAM BEG'iN TO UNDERSTAND THE MATERiAL 
REALiTi'ES OP CONSTRUCTING? AUTONOMY FROM THE QROUMP UP ON A 
PAiLV BASiS. 


•■THEJWIUS PE BUEN G»06iERM0 COULP NOT LOOK LESS b'KETHE 
GOVERNMENT THAT T'M USED TO. THE WHOLE SYSTEM i$ DESIGNED To 

disseminate -power to the pueblos, the juntas exist 4s mere 

FACiLiTD^S OF THE POPULAR POWER. THE ZAPATISTAS SAW THE NEED 
FOR SUCH BROAPER £OVERNiNC| BODIES BECAUSE THEY FOUMpTHAT 
PROTECTS + MONEY WERE NOT BEfNG 5PREAP EVENLY THROUG,HOUT 
THE AUTONOMOUS MvJMi CiPAtfTT ES.THEY ALSO INANTED THE PUEBLOS 
TO HAVE MORE Pi RECT CONTROL OVER SUCK WORtf. l"M ORDER TO PREVENT 
THE PATERNALISM OP NOjO's AND l A*iD-G»WERS FROM i NFlUE IslCiNGj THEiR 
MOVEMENT BEFORE, NGjO'S WOULD COME TD ZAPATiSTA TERRITORY 
CONSTRUCT SOME UNSUSTAINABLE PROTECT WITHOUT CONSULTI NO TrtE 
PUEBLO ABOUT ITS KEEPS, ANPTHEN LEAVE FEEUNG7 GiREAT ABOUT 
THEMSELVES- NOW, THE JUNTAS ALLOW THE PUEBLOS TO CoNTROLWHAT 
PROTECTS HAPPEN AND ON WHAT TERMS* THE Z-APATiSTAS PON'T WANT 
YOUR CHARITY, ONLY YOUR "RESPECT 

themes aue U ***™*JS*»*»**2> ^™±& S 



© ^ar^v^vi^i^^ Minos visio ns posibie:* © 

JUNTA MEMBERS ARE NOMINATED BY THEIR PUEBLOS, NOT ACCORD! NCj TO 
HOW MUCH MONEV THEY HAVE? BUT RATHER. THEiR REPUTATION AS A 
COMMUMiTY- MEMBER. EACH TUNTA OF 20-SOME PEOPLE, BOTH MEN*-NOMEf\j 
SERVES F-OK 3 YEARS, WITH A lr YEAR OVERLAP BETWEEN BOARPS TO 
ALLOW TOR MENTORSHiP. MEMBERS ARE ' NT "PAID, BUT SUPPLEMENTED 
BY THEiR PUEBLOS-XN fortilldS, frijo teS, TRAVEL-FARE.. . e+c- TO ENABLE 

THEl^ WORK. TUNTA FINANCES ARE ENTRELY 
TRANSPARENT THERE IS AN OVERSIOjHl 
COHMiTTEE TO PZEVEtiT CORRUPTION 
ANP ALL EXPENDITURES ARE PUBUCLY 
PUBLiSHEP, "DOWN TO THE LAST PENNY- 
ALL PECiSiONSAXE MADE BY POPVL^ 
ASSEMBLIES iN EACH PUEBLO, QUi OBV> 
BY THE rf PRiNCPLES OP G,OOP GOMtRNMEMT: 

l-Mfindot obaficiencb 
z.0d*9Si*t*r MY* suplanhur 

Convencery w renar 

THE GOAL OFZAPATiSTfl GOVERNMENT /* 5 
NOTTO BUiLD HIERARCHICAL POWER 
60T RATHER TO STRUCTURE TH E 
COLLECTIVE POWER OF THE PEOPLE 
TO BUILP rHEIROWNTUST.CE ANP 
AUTONOMY eYestfe tl pMblo. 

( X*Ctly Kowl lYrtugv* -K^t 0\Jal D€fi«^ 



•A HUGE PART Of ZWATiSTb AUTONOMY iS TH£ CONSTRUCTOR OFTHEi'R 
OWN/ EPUCATi'ON SYSTEM. BEFORE THE" MOVEMENT BEG,W* iNDiCfEHOUS 
CHILDREN fNTHE REGjioM HAP VERY LiTTLE ACCESS TD EDUCAT'O Nl . 
THE GOVERNMENT WOULp SEND mestixo TEACHERS TO THE PUEBLOS 
WHERE THEY WOULP TEACH STUPENT5 SUBJECTS WttiCH WERE COMPLETELY 
iRRELEVANT TO THEiR LiVED CULTURAL* MATERIAL REALVTiES, ANP OFTEN 
PHVSiCALLV ABUSE THEM. TD PAY, EVERY SiN&LE Z-AFAT'STA OHiLPATTENPS 

•School there »s a primary school i'N each ofthe hump reps of different 

PUEBLOS AMD ONE SECONDARY SCHOOL »NJ CARACOL OVENlTiK WHERE iNPiQENOU5 
VOUTH TRA»N TO RETURN TO THE»R PUEBLOS AS EDUCATION promoiores. CLASSES 
ARE TAUCiHT ;^THE PUEBLOS' NATi'VE LANGL>A0?E AS WELL AS SPAMjSH, 
ACCORPiNGiTO PRINCIPLES OF POPULAR EPUCAT'ON, 0R v EpUCATEF3Y LEAR/sKNC?. 
THEV LEARN »N RESISTANCE TO POMiNANT CULTURAL NJARRATTVES, cfestfz ahafo. 






VJ H€M X ViSiTED A PR'iMARV SCHOOL iN A PUEBLO OF CARACOL ROBERTO "BARRiOS 
PURiNO. THE ESCUELlTA. THERE HERE SOME KiP5 LVTMG, QKA55 0iiF5 1 PE 

SOME S ITTiKGj ATTABLES iNIS\DE, SOME PRAVvliNCu SOME PLAViMGi MUSiC^OTHERS 
THE PRO MOTOR ES WERE HAN/iMQ CONVERSATIONS AMD Si NftiNC* <S0NC>S WiTH 
THE STUPENT5 iN THEiR MAT'VE CHOL- NEVER BEFORE HAP I SEEN A SCH 00 L 
WHERE STUDENTS HAVE THE FREEDOM TO LEARN HOW THEY* WANT SIMILARLY, MY 
EXPERIENCE AS A STUDENT AT THE LANGUAGE SCHOOL AT 0 VENT I l>C WAS UNPftR^LLFjp 
WE WOULP TALK ABOUT OUR EXPERIENCES WfTH RETLi G?i ON, W iTH WORK, WITH 
EPUCATfON, PR AW P'\CTURES / "*-*READ MYTHS. THE AiM OFTHESE CLASSES WASN'T 
TO CRAH SPANISH iNTO OUR HEAPS, BUT RATHER TO ENGAGE ONE A MOTHER AS 
HUMAKi BEiNJGiS AbiP MUTUALLY CONSTRUCT SHAREp UNDERSTANDINGS. 

"£l capifaltimo no$ dice %ut somos gotas incfivicfti&lts y nosotros 
lo criemoSy y enlonces €V(iportLma5,noexisfirnospo7i(iit no 
vemos que somos un rio." 

. line de ?os prvmatores cfe ecfucacioh en OventiK 
durante, una. ciast solan el capiWismoy la. rtsistencia. 

WHiLE GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS STRiVE FOR WiV'iDUAL ACHEWEMENT \ N THE CAPITA U5T 
SYSTEM, ZAPATiSTA AUTONOMOUS EPUCA"TfOl\) AiMSTO BUi LP COMMUNITY. STRENGTH 

through A PROCESS of Cone tent t-xacion. 



THE ZAPATISTAS ALSO HAVE THEfR OWKl SYSTEM OF HEALTHCARE. THERE 
ARE BOTH ^EC-jiONAL AND LOCAL CLitiiCS iN WHiOi HEALTH PRONOTOPES 
pROV»'D£ A VARiETY Of SERVICES iKJCUJPiNG? 
PENT^STRY, GYNECOLOGY, AND OPTOMETRY 
WiTH A COHBiNlATiON OF W ESTEEM HtPiCiNE 
• AN 9 TRAPiTi'ONAL MEPiCiNAL KMOWLEPCiE- 
X WENT TO THE CLiNiC iNJ OVENT'K f OR AN 
EAR WECTiON ANP TWO WOMEN HEALTH 
pROMOTOR£S SPENT AM HOUR* A HALF 
Wi TH ME, PRESCRiBEP Abi HER&AL REMEDY, 
AMD fTPiPMT COST ME A CENT COMiWOi 
FROM THE aS.,X'M USEP TO POCTOKSTAKiNG} 
ONE LOOK.PRESCRi&iKiC, AMTiBiOTiCS, AVJD 
CHARGiiN^ Z5 13UOKS (OK MUCH MORE). XT 5 
OBViOUSTHAT THE PHARMACEUTICAL iNDUSTRV 
HOLPS MO SWAV iN ZAPAT i STA TERRITORY. APip, TURNS OUT, 

JT r-m^-. ~ —-^-^ ^ THAT MEANS BETTER HEALTHCARE/ 

PMATDDOS. TOD 0 

NAPA PARA 

AMOTHER KEY COMPONENT OF ZAPATOTA AUTONOMY »S ECOHOM\C DEVELOPMENT 
HOWEVER.YEPAQAiN, THIS POESNPT LOOK Af4VTHiMQ LiKE UlttATTHE TFR.H 
USfALLV DESCPi(3ES.A5 IT iS A^Fi-CAP'TALiST PEYELOpM&NT* HOW iSTHi5 
POSSiBLE? WELL, THE ZAPATiSTftS RES i ST THE EXPL6\TATiO^ Of THE CAP'iTAL'iS 1 
SYSTEM THROUGH THE COOfERATiVE ^USiMESS MOpEL. THERE ARE NEITHER. 
ROSSES NOR EM P LOV EES, "BUT RATHER. EQ^AL PARTN ETRS WHO SHARE PRoF\T3 
E^OiTABLY. THiS PROViPES A FAVORABLE MARKET FOR ZAPATfSTA GOODS V\)HiCtf 
OiP NOT pREViOU6LY EXiST RATHER, THAN) WORKiNGj FOR A COFPEE finite™ 
WHO TAKES ALMOST ALL OF THE PROTTS+- PAYS A PiTTANCE, TT+E COOPERATE 
MODEL ALLOCS J>|EMffiE3 TP RETAiM ALL OF THE VALUE, TN OVEWT7K, THERE 

AKE COOPERATIVE fi«wcr<as, A BOOr 

workshop, A ia)eav.'Nc ? coop amp aw 

HERBAL -PHARMACY, AMONG OTHERS, 
THERE ARE ALSO CmiSSURpRiSfP r*€) 
^ANKSTHATPROViPE L0W'iNT£kE5T 
LOANS. ALTHOUGH SUCH iMSTfTUT.ONS 

5EEH EMBLEMATIC °F A ^' T ^^r; sm o 
OOH « N ATf ON/ - OPPRESS . ONJH E Z APATi SI*} 
ABLE TO USE THEM AS TOOLS TO 

BUi LP THE'.R F_XPLiciTLY ANTKARTftLS ' 

SOOETY. 




' PESPlTE TWE TACT THAT THE Z^ATOT&S LAiP DOWN THEiR ARMS 

NEARLY ZD VHA« AGO, THEY SUlL FACE EXTREME RET^ESSiO^ FgOM 
THE frOVERMENT AN/p COKJSiDER THEMSELA/FS fKl A STATE: OF LO^\HTEHS\V/ 
WARFARE. TWfS REPRESSION TAKES MANY D.FFEREMT FORMS, RANCiMC* 
FROM PARAMiLiT7\RY*5TTrE ViOLENCE TO MORE SUBTLE ATTACKS. THE 
.GOVERNMENT AiMS TO SPLiMTER COMMUMiTi ES t- TNCiT9 iNT^RMAL 
CONFLICT AS /| SORT OF 'DiV.'PE^ COUQOEg STRATEGY. THEY D0THiS,FOR 
(NSTAKjCE, BY GREAT NJGi GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS i NJ ORPER.TO MAKE 
ZAPAH5TA AUTOMOM/ APPEAR US ELESS.THE5E PROEMS COME TO CHWAS 
tji THE CiUi3E OF ^DEVELOPMENT*, BUT TZ.EAUY AiM TO PROPEL CAPITALIST 
'MiTATVES FARTHER OPPRESS t NDiCiENOUS K)-POLAT'oMS. FOR EXAMPLE, 
THt K ?TOtocmpo Program'^ S^PPOSEPLY MEANT to HELP CAMPES.NOS BY 
Gfil/iMG, THEM BANK CREPiTS/ BUT THESE ARE £TiVEN ON THECONDi TfON) 
OF HANP'iNCi OVER THE TITLES TOTHECR. ETiDO LANPS, THivS PROGRAM 
REALLY AiMSTD PiSPlACE CAM PES i MOS FROM THEffc. LAN pS 4- fO R.C£ TTt EM 
INTO THE CAPiTqUSr WORKFORCE, OFT^N T+E HoquilotfortTitiVUSTViy. AMOTHER 
STRATEGY i S TO BUiLD FWCy SCHOOL BUiLPiN^S fc\ C|HT NEXT TO ZAPATfSTA 
^^.I^ma^w 5 ' WH(CH A * E USUALLY VERY HUMBLE, TO CREATE AiN iMAGEOP 
^a^JJt^l PROTECT AS SHABBY , iWAPEQUATE.XN 0\/ENT.X, THERE iS 

*~ MD NEW government school AbouTso^. outsipe oftheca-racol. 

1 luvti itNT WHERE THEY Li E, DEEP if\I THE PUEBLOS . 

SSitL^ 1 ^ L P? W °V MifcHTASK. OR MAYBE YOU'VE REAL! ZED THAT TH E ZAP4TYSTA5 
■ u P»GKJiTY*COVLD NEVER NEEP NOR WAWT YOUR HELP 50 YOU ASK iNSTEBP, 

HC\a| CAN X: BE A TART OFTHiS ^CREPiBLE MOVEMENT? 'TH'S iS ^ACTLY WHAT 

m ^^^SrS^PSF ?fP«W^TV TO TRAVEL "TO CM?*$nEA*N 
THAN) S?^ 5 S^ ^ffi^S^ 

WH.CH ANNOUNCEP THEiR. iNTENTi'OMTO OCCUPY A SPACE W/V^o^Pry^D 
^oIldto to^T™^,^ 1 ^' COUECnvES.tCOMMUWlTYBS ALLOVERTHE 

mvlMEK^'T™-^ lR m 0^ewt; but r ATH erto create -the, rowm 
^^^^v^ R S^SLJV yE ^ oww particular REftUTiES. B eiwo, 

to MUTlSf ZlffZSt \°°^ S ACCORDING, Tt> ttiSTORfCft-L. 

m^wlj^S? JHS' tOLWRE-, VALUES, AMP MATER; AL WEEPS, TO ume 

o . . J • ^ TH „ t PRINCIPLES OF aOOP 0|0<JER)JMEfJT CAN 

USEfP AS TOOLS TO BUiLP MOVEMENTS WHiCH STAMP i N RESC5TAUCE 
TD CAPITALISM +N€OaBEKAaSH AMD TOGETHER CONST! TOTE" 

un muntfc ctonde quepan ntuchos mundosT 


Interpretations and Notes 


I decided to leave some key words, phrases, and quotations in their 
original Spanish because I believe that much meaning and cultural 
significance is lost in interpretation. I wanted to give those who 
can read Spanish the chance to access to their intact significance. I 
decided to leave all interpretations of Spanish text for the end so as 
to not interrupt the Zine for Spanish-speakers. 

1. The Little School: Freedom According to the Zapatistas 

2. Society apart from the government 

3. Those who work and gain their sustenance from the land 

4. The Zapatista Army of National Liberation 

5. From below, meaning those without power in the dominant society 

6. Campesinos 

7. Collectively held lands 

8. Owners of haciendas, or large plantations 

9. "...the struggle for work, land, shelter, food, health, education, 
independence, freedom, democracy, justice, and peace. We declare 
that we will not stop fighting until we achieve the fulfillment of 
these basic demands of our pueblo forming a government of our 
country free and democratic." -First Declaration of the Lacandon 
Jungle 

10. "The land belongs to he who works it with his hands." 

11. "We are the product of 500 years of struggle: first against the 
slavery, in the war of Independence against Spain headed by the 
insurgents, after to evade being absorbed by North American 
expansion, later to publish our constitution and expel the French 
Empire from our soil, after the Porfirio dictatorship denied us the 
just application of the laws of the Reform and the people rebelled 
forming their own leaders, Villa and Zapata came forth, poor men 
like us to whom has been denied the most basic training in order 
to be able to use us as canon fodder and plunder the riches from 
our country without worrying that we are dying of hunger and 
curable diseases, with worrying that we don't have anything, 
absolutely anything, not a dignified shelter, nor land, nor work, 
nor health care, nor food, nor education, without having the right 
to freely and democratically choose our authorities, without 
independence from foreigners, without peace, without justice for us 
and our children. But today we say ENOUGH!"- First Declaration of 
the Lacandon Jungle 

12. Violent forces that are typically made of local citizens, not 
officially related to the state, but trained and armed by it. 

13 . Threats 

14 . Aguascalientes is the name of the city where Zapata, the leader of 
the souther front of the 1910 Revolution, and Villa, the leader of 
the northern front, convened in 1914. 

15. "Behind us we are all of you. Behind our balaklavas, is the face 
of all the excluded women. Of all the forgotten indigenous peoples. 


Of all the persecuted homosexuals. Of all the unappreciated young 
people. Of all the beaten migrants. Of all those imprisoned for 
their word and thought. Of all the humiliated workers. Of all those 
dead from oversight. Of all the simple and ordinary men and women 
who don't count, who aren't seen, who aren't named, who don't have 
a tomorrow..." -El Fuego y La Palabra, 245 

16. National Action Party 

17 . Institutional Revolutionary Party 

18 . Translates literally as 'snails'. The spiral of the snail is a 
primary symbol of the movement. They say that they are 'lento pero 
avanzo' , Slow but forward 

19 . Encounter 

20. The Junta of Good Government 

21. Govern by obeying 

22 . Promotors . The specialists in a particular area are called 
promotors of that area, rather than teachers or managers, in order 
to reflect the view that everyone is a teacher and a student, and 
that all enterprises are to build community strength. There are 
health promotores, education promotores, weaving promotores . . . etc . 

23. "We know that autonomy is a dream, a Utopia for some, but here it 
is a reality for us. We are already exercising autonomy, and what 
we can say is that there is no recipe. You shouldn't ask for 
freedom from the government, you should exercise your own freedom. 
We have seen that this is possible." -A teacher at the Escuelita 

24 . Beans 

25.1. Govern by obeying 2. Represent and don't supplant 3. Go down and 
not up 4. Serve and don't self -serve 5. Propose and don't impose 6. 
Construct and don't destruct 7. Convince and don't conquer 

26. Typically defined as people of mixed indigenous and European 
descent, which in Mexico means a higher status on the racial 
hierarchy than indigenous peoples and, thus, greater access to the 
dominant society. 

27 . "Capitalism tells us that we're individual drops and we believe it, 
and so we evaporate, we cease to exist because we don't see that 
we're a river." -one of the education promores at Oventik during a 
class about capitalism and resistance 

28 . Consciousness-raising 

29. For everyone, everything. For us, nothing. 

30 . Finca-( plantation, usually coffee) owner 

31. Small stores that typically sell common items 

32 . ' Pro-countryside program' 

33. Factories that operate in Free Trade Zones doing piece-work, 
meaning that workers assemble pieces that were manufactured 
elsewhere and shipped to Mexico without duties or tariffs. Maquila 
workers are notoriously exploited. 

34. The Sixth Declaration of the Lacandon Jungle 

35. 'From below and to the left' 

36. 'A world where all worlds fit'; a well-known Zapatista slogan 


